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HEADTEACHER'SMESSAGE20 18 is speeding along at quite a pace!

The
school has been bathed in beautiful spr ing sunshine over the last few days and ther e is
a r eal sense of the ener gy and joy in the school, despite the exam ner ves and jitter s!
W e ar e getting r eady to m eet our new Year 7 students who will be visiting us in July and
joining us in Septem ber . W e ar e also saying good luck to our students in Year 11 and
Year 13 who ar e about to take GCSE and A Level exam inations.
Ever yone in the school com m unity can suppor t our students in their exam inations by
walking ar ound the school peacefully and quietly; cr eating a calm and studious
envir onm ent for the students who ar e r evising and taking exam s. I would also ask that
you keep these students in your thoughts and pr ayer s dur ing the public exam ination
season.
The school will continue to be a ver y busy place r ight up until our last day of ter m on the
20 th July 20 18. Year 8 and 9 ar e r eadying them selves for their GCSE studies and Year 10 take their sum m er exam s and take
par t in wor k exper ience.

Pr ogr ess 8 Scor e
The latest performance tables show the excellent
progress and learning of our GCSE students in 2017 (who
are now our
Year 12
students in the
Sixth Form).
The school has
scored a
progress 8 of
+0.5 which
indicates that on average students gained half a GCSE
grade higher than they would have had they studied in
another school. Well done Our Lady's!

Wal k t o West minst er
Report by Sixth Former Jenna Colaco
On Saturday the 10th of
March a group of staff,
students and family
members set off on a
seven mile walk from
school to Westminster
Cathedral in order to
raise money for The
Passage, a Catholic
charity working in
London with people who are homeless.
The walk may have taken three hours, for some of us
probably the longest distance we have ever walked
without a break, but everyone was very happy to give

their time and energy for such a worthy cause. Upon
arriving at the Cathedral, we were greeted by Fr Plunkett
who said a prayer and led us into the chapel. We then had
a tour of The Passage centre which is a two minute walk
from the Cathedral. It is equipped with an ICT suite
specifically designed to help people find a job and give
them support with writing CVs. They use this service to
get as many people off the streets as possible.
Sixth Former Hannah Odebode said, ?We took a tally of the
number of homeless people that we passed on the side of the
road when we were walking. It was 16. That equates to 1
homeless person every 704 meters. It really emphasised the
reason we were doing the sponsored walk.?
Deputy Head at Our Lady?s M r Feely, said, ?I was so
impressed that everyone managed the full 7 mile walk
without stopping. Supporting those in need, whilst living out
our Servite Values, is very important to all of us at Our Lady?s.
Our weekly charity
collections raised more
than £7,000 last year
and we are on target to
raise even more this
year. I would like to
thank all of those who
took part and everyone
who sponsored us.?

We h ave so f ar r aised £2000 f or t h e Passage

Bar cel ona School Tr ip
Int er nat ional
Women?s Day
On the 8th March
Our Lady?s held a
Literacy
Competition,
raising money for
Mind Charity,
supporting
mental health,
and drawing
support for the
?Me Too?
campaign. Hackney poet Amelia Grant judged the
competition and said, 'The girls were so talented and
inspiring, they tackled tough subjects which resonated
with us all. They were all winners in my eyes.' She also
said she was 'Blown away by so much talent and
inspiration. My heart is filled with so much joy and pride
knowing these girls are our future.' A special
congratulations to the winners: Bile, Joy Adeogun, Tomi
Awe and Faith Babatunde who each won cinema tickets.

donated by
Cineworld for
their
performance.

Pen Pal s f r om
Thail and

The Charity
team at Our
Lady?s is
comprised of
sixth formers
who work hard
every week to advertise and collect money for various
charities. They work tirelessly contacting different
charities and ensuring the school knows why and how we
sponser our chosen charities. Our Talent Show was
organised with the School Council who were determined
to have a fundraiser that showcased the amazing
students we have at school, but also inform everyone that
Children in Need is a great cause that deserves our
support. Our school is one that takes giving to others very
seriously. Sharing our love with not only our local
community but touching as many people around the
world that we can with generosity and kindness is our
mandate, and it is one that all the girls on Friday brought
to life.

Report by Isabella
Sarmiento-Abadia 11

Choir Singing at t heHouseof Commons f or
Shadow Home Secr et ar y DianeAbbot t

Last term we were told by
our lovely Mandarin
teacher Ms Lu that we had
the opportunity to become
pen pals with students
from Thailand who are
learning English as well as
Chinese. Hopefully this exciting experience continues so
that we may practice our Mandarin reading and writing
whilst building a relationship with students from the
other side of the world.
Report by Sixth former
Jenna Colaco
On Fr iday 17t h
Novem ber , Ou r Lady ?s
h ost ed a Talen t Sh ow t o
r aise m on ey f or Ch ildr en
in Need. Th e sh ow w as
br illian t an d sh ow cased 20 dif f er en t act s r an gin g f r om
spoken w or d poet r y t o con t em por ar y dan ce. It
in volved Year s 7-11 an d t h e sixt h f or m w it h m em ber s
of t h e Sch ool Cou n cil as ju dges.
Teachers and students donated to buy tickets for the
show and over 260 were sold. We managed to raise
almost £500 in conjunction with our bake sale. The stars
of the show, as decided by the judges, were the dance
group TNG! Well done to the dancers: Uchechi Iwuoha
9M, Elizabeth Utulu 8J, Uluoma Iwuoha 8P and Precious
Ndembe-Maku 8J! They were awarded four cinema tickets

Report by Nia Tackie Year 10
From the 8th to 11th February 2018, a group, consisting of
Year 10 and 11
students, Ms Sowden,
Ms Pierre and Miss
Sorrel travelled to
Barcelona to look at
the tourist sights and
attractions for
inspiration in our
Technology and Art
classes.
On the first day we
went to a
contemporary art
museum called Museu
D'art Contemporani de
Barcelona and looked at the Poesia Brossa Exhibition. We
sketched and took photographs of the different exhibits and
then headed to the gift shop. Afterwards, we went to a
market and looked around before making our way to a
restaurant El Tío Pío.
The second day we visited Park Güell where we marvelled

at the colourful decor and designs. We then made our way to
La Sagrada Familia and looked at the architecture and learnt
about the church that is still under construction. We then
went shopping in La Rambla and went to many souvenir
shops. We ended with dinner at a pizza restaurant. On the
third day, we went to The Cathedral of Barcelona and then to
the Temple D?August and looked around at the festival that
was taking place. All in all, the trip was fun and exciting
because the students were given freedom; we chose who to
stay with in the hotel, we
went shopping in groups
and were given times to
meet up, we viewed the
exhibits and famous
buildings in small groups
but overall, we were free
to do our own thing at
the hotel. The trip gave
us an idea of what it was
like having more
freedom and we learnt
how to balance time in
order to meet up with the
whole group and go and look at the attractions. Lots of
thanks to the teachers who organised and came with us on
the trip.

OUR
LADY'SIN
THENEWS

Report by Ameerah Amushan 11P
We were finally there. Our days of vigorous and intense
rehearsals had all led to this: the chance to perform at the
House of Commons in front of Diane Abbott and her
distinguished audience.
Before we knew it, there was an influx of guests flowing
in, all looking intimidatingly authoritative in their own
respects. But as we were acquainted with the guests, we
became wiser and all the more motivated to do our best,
knowing we had a blanket of support to fall back on,
acting and singing our hearts out in hope that our guests
were enjoying our harmonies. At the end of our
performance we were treated to a roar of applause and
cheers and with a quick speech of appreciation and
respective bows. But the evening did not end there.
Amongst the crowd, we were received with a convergence
of praise and accolade, our audience congratulating us,
asking us questions and even inviting us to perform
again! After all had calmed, we were treated to a moving
and motivational poem by Hackney poet, Amelia Grant.
The rest of the evening, before our departure, was filled
with repeated compliments and the chance to talk to
some of the most inspirational women in Hackney.
Wh at an even in g! We would once again like to thank Diane
Abbott for her gracious invitation and this wonderful
opportunity, as well as Mr Feely (our Deputy Head Teacher)
for informing,
supporting and
accompanying
us through the
entire
endeavour.

BLASTFROMTHEPAST

The lovely Kezia Kargbo came back
to visit us last week. She is currently studying Nursing at the University of East Anglia.
She got into nursing because she loves helping people out. She enjoys the demanding
nature of working in a hospital, and finds the challenges rewarding. Her best
experience so far is when she witnessed and helped with the birth of a baby. Kezia said,
?It was the most amazing thing to witness a child coming into the world, and sucking
their thumb.?Her best memory of OLCHS has to be her two favourite teachers, Ms
Stanton (pictured) and Mr Shine and of course the lovely office ladies. It was great
seeing Kezia, we wish you all the best for your bright future.

Spor t s
Success

ACHIEVEMENTS,
ATTENDANCE&
PUNCTUALITY

Repor t by M s W ilbur n

Top 5

Year

Points

Form

Points

7

2,056

8P

655

8

1,892

7M

538

9

1,290

7H

518

7P

506

8M

498

Year 7 are definitely in the lead with
726 points more than Year 8. Year
10 and 11 need to work harder next
term to beat Year7.

news and updates

Two excellent days at Mile
End Stadium with the Our

Achievement Points
Top 3

MARIAN

Lady?s girls. Brilliant
performances leading to
Year 9 and 10 winning

Com m u n it y
Com passion
Evan gelisat ion
Holist ic
appr oach

M ar ian Iden t it y
Open n ess/
Respect f or
Diver sit y
Ser vice
Un iver salit y

Ou r Ser vit e valu es u n der pin all t h e w or k w e do as a sch ool, " Sh apin g Tom or r ow , In spir ed by Fait h" .
Benit a achiev ed Gol d in
Shot put

their events! All the girls
showed great effort, talent, behaviour and
teamwork. Well done to all the athletes,
congratulations to the medal winners, and a
special mention for Peace, Caroline, Beverlyn,
Mikaela and Grace K who stepped up at the last
to fill in with some missing events and brought in
some vital points.
Year 9 achiev ed
sil v er in t her el ay

The RE department work with Mr Duran to create a ?Community Service?programme as part of the Core RE
course in the Sixth Form. This programme places our Servite values at the centre of the students?
development? providing service to our local community in a variety of ways:

Con gr at u lat ion s t o 8P? f or m gr ou p w it h t h e
m ost poin t s again !

Attendance
School attendance has always been excellent here at Our
Lady?s.
68 st u den t s across years 7-13 have 100% at t en dan ce so
f ar t h is year - many congratulations and keep up this
excellent habit!
The national figure for accepted attendance is 94.8%
(RAISE online) - we use this as a benchmark but always
strive to do better. Cu r r en t ly Year 7 h ave 96.3%
Congratulations to our ?top trio?Year 7, 9 and 10 who are
all above national figure for accepted attendance.

Year 7 you ?r e at t en dan ce h as been
except ion al, k eep t h is u p!
Year

% Attendance to date

Year 7

96.3%

Year 9

95.5%

Year 10

95.4%

Punctuality
Although there is no official national figure for punctuality,
we are always aiming as close to 100% as we can reach.
181 students across Years 7-13 have 100% punctuality to
date - Well done girls and boys! Finally, there are 24
students across Year 7-13 who have both 100% attendance

Spr ing Communit y Lunch
CONGRATULATIONS:
Year 7 - 6t h out
of 14 s chool s
Year 8 - 3r d out
of 13 s chool s
y ear 9 - 1st out
of 9 s chool s
y ear 10 - 1st out
of 8 s chool s

bev er ly n
achiev ed gol d
100mand br onze
high j ump

sephor a achiev ed
gol d f or shot put
and br onzef or
high j ump

and punctuality - many congratulations to those
students and their families for supporting and
encouraging such key life skills.
Well done to Year 10 who have stayed consistently at
the top of the Punctuality race since the start of the
year. Year 9 you have some catching up to do!

Year

% Punctuality to date

Year 10

98%

Year 7

97.9%

Year 11

96.8%

Repor t by M s Pr ice On Thursday 3rd May Our Lady?s High
School hosted it's third Spring Community Lunch for over 35
local guests. The meal represented a culmination of the 6th
Form?s Servite Community Service programme which is
delivered through their CORE RE. This year our Year 12 and 13
students completed 14 weeks of placements in over 20 local
community settings; including charities, care homes and
primary schools. This particular gathering encapsulated the
faith in action ethos of the school and for this group of students
in particular, it provided a valuable space to demonstrate the
hospitality that the Servite founders envisioned at the heart of
this faith community. Guests were served a two course meal
prepared by the school?s Head of Catering and her team, whilst
students had prepared for the event in advance by making
decorations and individual place settings. On the day they
assisted with serving of the meal and drinks and enjoyed
spending time getting to know their guests. The atmosphere
was so relaxed that the students, staff and guests even sang
and danced together following an impromptu visit from Mr
Khwaja and Mr Piha
who warmed them up
before the party
play-list took over.
During the teas and
cakes specially
prepared mementos
(Our Lady?s
personalised key rings
and cake parcels) were
shared as a parting
gift for our guests.

Community Lunch with Sr Dominic Savio OSM (furthest right in
left photo) and Marcus Duran, Our Lady?s Community Outreach
Co-ordinator in photo above with resident of Friends of
Woodberry Down Elders Club

Our Lady?s, Sixth Form Religious Education involves the
exploration of the Christian belief that faith cannot and
does not exist, without implementation of the Gospel.
The RE Department has therefore been developing a
dynamic approach that offers Community Service
underpinned by Servite Values as an integral part of the
programme. Our Lady?s has formally teamed up with
CARITAS to help promote and develop their new
?ambassadors?scheme. CARITAS launched the project in
September 2017 and with the support of Our Lady?s is
seeing what aspects will lend itself to a broader roll-out in
the parishes of Westminster Diocese, in particular
working with young people.
T3 Ping Pong Foundat ion- Tabl et ennis in- t he- r ound,
t r aining and wor kshop
In our efforts to become one of the first dementia friendly
schools in Hackney, the SCS programme also involves
working with the T3 Ping Pong Foundation to introduce
our students to the physical and social benefits of playing
table tennis in-the-round. Originally introduced as a new
competitive sport at the 2012 paralympics, T3 has also
invested time and energy to demonstrate the health
benefits that this game can bring to people living with
early-onset dementia. Remarkable effects can be
experienced if this
game is played
regularly. The
combination of eye and
hand movements as
well as the type of
social interaction
promoted by the game
can have huge
benefits.

Univ er sal Boar d Games - Games t r aining
and facil it at ion

Sixt h For mer 's Day Spent At Vogue

Universal Board Games is a Hackney based educational
charity that use games and play to help bring
communities
together as well find
ways to create
discussions and
tackle social issues.
OLCHS is in
partnership with the
charity to bring
about new game
sessions that our
Community Service
students can deliver to children in our local primary
schools. The students are being taught how to instruct
and facilitate through a variety of means. This will also
form part of Community Service?s aim to develop
meaningful approaches to intergenerational activity, in
this case between children and young people.

Last term I was privileged enough to gain an insight into the
Vogue house in Mayfair with the organisation My big career.

Heal t h & Social Car e
Report by Head of H&SC Ms Stanton
The year 12 Health & Social Care students visited St
Joseph?s Hospice and had a tour of the facilities, wards and
departments. The Hospice offers internal and external
palliative care to people with life limiting and terminal
diagnosis, this unique and invaluable service touches the
lives of so many people. The Health & Social Care students
were able to discuss and feel within this exceptional space.
Our school will continue to work with St Joseph's through
voluntary and charitable work, we are truly blessed to be
working
with such
an inspiring
group of
people.
Report by
Ms Begum
Last term,
a small group of 12 Health and Social Care students had
the wonderful opportunity of visiting the Frank Barnes
School for Deaf Children. It was an amazing experience
for us all. It is a small school with around 40 members
of staff and 30 students. The school employs a mixture
of deaf and hearing members of staff and each
classroom has a 50/50 split of staff that hearing and
deaf. This is to ensure that the students are receiving
100% support in their language abilities ? both English
language as well as BSL. The students have access to a
very comprehensive curriculum
tailored to their needs and as a
result make great progress. We
really enjoyed engaging with
some of the students in their
lessons and we even learnt how
to sign a couple of words.

Report by Evita Remy-Benn 12J

I was joined by other Year 12/13 students from around
London and we had a guided tour of the Vogue floor with
Mark Russell. We briefly spoke to some of the other workers
from other magazines like GQ, Glamour, Vanity Fair and
many more of the Conde Nast family. We had enlightening
conversations with the team at Vogue and there was such a
great variation of roles, showing that there is so much to do
in the fashion industry. You can pursue so many careers in
Vogue like being a
personal assistant like
Deborah Ababio,
working in finance,
catering and many
more. I got the chance
speak with many of the
journalists and stylists
including Katy
Berrington, which was
really beneficial to me
as I am still torn
between doing a
journalism degree or a
fashion design degree.
Mark Russell told us that we should keep applying for any
opportunities that arise, as we have nothing to lose. Mark
Russell got his role at GQ by applying to every magazine in
his local WHSmith. This is very inspiring to me so I will
definitely be applying as an intern when I turn 18 later this
year. Many thanks to Mr Earnshaw and Miss Sowden for
helping me to get this experience.

Doomsday Hist or y Tr ip
Report by Ms Rose
7Jwere given the opportunity to visit the National
Archives on Thursday 22nd February, which stores the
most important documents in the UK from the last 1000
years. The oldest document they have is the Doomsday
Book, which is a collection of information about people
living in England in 1066. As well as studying this source,
students were given the chance to see other original
documents from Medieval England, such as the only
known map of a
medieval town
ever drawn!
Students were
able to explore
exactly what
can be learnt
about life in
Medieval
England from
the documents
that still exist
oday, and why
there are also
things that
historians still
do not know
about.
A great day was
had by all!

