COMMUNITY NEWS

HELPING OTHERS
At Our Lady’s, Sixth Form Religious Education involves the
exploration of the Christian belief that faith cannot and does not
exist, without implementation of the Gospel. The RE
Department has therefore been developing a dynamic
approach that offers Community Service underpinned by
Servite Values as an integral part of the programme.
Our Lady’s has formally teamed up with CARITAS to help
promote and develop their new ‘ambassadors’ scheme.
CARITAS launched the project in September 2017 and with the
support of Our Lady’s is seeing what aspects will lend itself to a
broader roll-out in the parishes of Westminster Diocese, in
particular working with young people.

SERVITE COMMUNITY
SERVICE
Our Lady’s RE Servite Community Service (SCS) has expanded
and includes:- Y13 Community Service students baking
cupcakes for Hackney Winter Night Shelter and the Catholic
Worker Night shelter in the OLCHS teaching kitchen.

FLOWER ARRANGING
For the third year running, the provision of flowers and training for
our Sixth Form teams from Stamford Hill Morrisons plc. This
enables students to go into care homes and sheltered
accommodation across Hackney and Haringey, working with
residents to create lovely floral arrangements. The school now
has 20 trained students who continue to build on the RE
Department’s mission to nurture creative and compassionate
intergenerational relationships.. The scheme has grown from
two sheltered accommodations to six. This project forms part of
the RE department’s general plan to place our sixth formers in
settings that help create creative and compassionate
relationships between younger and older people.

COMMUNITY NEWS
T3 PING PONG
In our efforts to become one of the first dementia friendly
schools in Hackney, the SCS programme also involves working
with the T3 Ping Pong Foundation to introduce our students to
the physical and social benefits of playing table tennis in-theround. Originally introduced as a new competitive sport at the
2012 paralympics, T3 has also invested time and energy to
demonstrate the health benefits that this game can bring to
people living with early-onset dementia. Remarkable effects
can be experienced if this game is played regularly. The
combination of eye and hand movements as well as the type of
social interaction promoted by the game can have huge
benefits. During October a team of 8 students were trained to
be able to facilitate 50 minute sessions in care homes.

universal board games
Universal Board Games is a Hackney based educational charity
that use games and play to help bring communities together
as well find ways to create discussions and tackle social
issues. OLCHS is in partnership with the charity to bring about
new game sessions that our Community Service students can
deliver to children in our local primary schools. The students
are being taught how to instruct and facilitate through a variety
of means. This will also form part of Community Service’s aim
to develop meaningful approaches to intergenerational
activity, in this case between children and young people.

WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS
OUR LADY'S GOT TALENT
Our Lady’s High School, Hackney hosted a Talent Show to
raise money for Children in Need. The show showcased 20
different acts ranging from spoken word poetry to
contemporary dance. It involved Years 7 to 11 and the Sixth
Form with members of the School Council as judges.
Teachers and students donated to buy tickets for the show
and over 260 were sold. Our Lady’s managed to raise almost
£500 in conjunction with a bake sale. Our Talent Show was
organised with the School Council who were determined to
have a fundraiser that showcased the amazing students we
have at school, but also inform everyone that Children in
Need is a great cause that deserves our support. Our school
is one that takes giving to others very seriously. Sharing our
love with not only our local community but touching as many
people around the world that we can with generosity and
kindness is our mandate, and it is one that all the girls
successfully brought to life.

H A M P E R S
Ten years ago the School Community began what has become their annual collection of food items for a hamper
project to help vulnerable people at Christmas. This year once again brought success with 197 hampers, 32 Tea
Time parcels, two extra large boxes of toilet rolls and female products for a women's shelter, 5 extra large
boxes of foodstuff for a local male homeless shelter and 10 tins of homemade (in school) biscuits - all
successfully dispatched and delivered by the Sixth Form.
It is a collective effort where the whole school community plays a part in the collection of food and nominating
individuals known locally who would benefit from receiving a hamper.

CHARITIES: SUPPORTING GLOBAL COMMUNITIES

