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Headteacher’s Message
It has been a fantastic start to this new school year. We began with excellent
results from our Year 11 and Year 13 students; the best GCSE results the
school has received in recent years - and well above national average. Our
Progress 8 score has increased and the provisional data published indicates
that students at this school gain 1/2 grades higher than they would in the
average school in England. We are incredibly proud of the successes and
achievements of our students and hope you will enjoy reading all about them
in this newsletter. Unfortunately, school funding continues to be a huge issue and has been impacting individual schools, such as ourselves, for some
time now. All our staff are working even harder but with less resources in
order to ensure that your daughter can continue to achieve. Please support
us by continuing to campaign for better school funding and contributing to
our school fund.

Results Success
We had a fantastic set of GCSE and A Level results for this
year at GCSE.

A Level

98% of students achieved A* to E grades
Chloe Durack-Robinson achieved
A*AA and has started her History degree at Nottingham.
Aina Suyat achieved ABB and is studying International Relations and
Chinese at Leeds University.

92% of students achieved 9-4 in English
72% of students achieved 9-4 in M athematics
Shannon Smith (right) achieved the highest grades in the entire
school. With 9 GCSES A*- A, including x3 9s in the new GCSE grading
system, making her one of only
2000 students nationally to achieve
this. Hazel Boadu – Antwi (below)
suffered with her health, spending
six months of Year 11 in hosptial.
This did not stop her from achieving
amazing results, with 2 As, 1 B and
3 Cs. Hazel has stayed on at Our
Lady’s
Sixth Form and is studying Health &
Social Care and Sociology. Jennifer
Kwafo couldn't stop crying as she
opened up her incredible results
9A*s to C. Lourdes Agyeman
achieved an incredible x10 GCSEs at
A*/A. Flavia Serwaa Achieved x5 A*s
and x4 As. Flavia is now studying
Biology,
Chemistry, French and Psychology. Emily Kelly is studying English Literature,
Psychology, History and Government
and Politics. She achieved 9 high passes,
including 5 A*s. Linda Samba is staying
on at OLCHS to study French, Economics, English and Government and Politics. She achieved 9 GCSES A-C including 2 A*s.

BTEC

98% of students achieved A*- C equivalent . Brandy Woyo-Muzi achieved triple distinc-

tion (equivalent to A*A*A*) for her BTEC Health
and Social Care course and has started her Psychology degree at the University of East Anglia.

Headline Results
This is the information that the government collects to compare
schools nationally. This indicates the % students who attained a
grade C (4) or higher in English
AND Mathematics.

% A*-C (9-4)
English & Maths

72%

(national

average 63.3% provisional data) We are very proud of our year on year

growth of fantastic results.

European Day Of Languages
On Tuesday 26th September we celebrated our multicultural and multilingual world. Yr7 students attended
taster lessons in various languages including Greek,
Dutch, Polish, Slovenian Spanish and French.
Ms Robinson and Sr Dom with students and two Congolese Servite Sisters

Comida Espanol
Spanish AS Level students went on a trip to a Spanish restaurant in Hackney with their teachers. Celebrating, after
working hard all year, the students sampled the delights of
Spanish cuisine in the form of tapas; including tortilla
(Spanish omelette), buñuelos de bacalao (cod fritters), lomo
(pork slices), pulpo (octopus) and a variety of other delicacies. The students thoroughly enjoyed their experience
chatting to staff in Spanish and savouring the flavours. Before arriving at the restaurant, the students had also visited
shops and market stalls in Hackney Central, speaking in
Spanish about the various items on offer, as if they were in
Madrid.
Mr Callendar and Ms Balabanis with sixth formers

This is sixth former Clara Ojiako collecting her first prize
medal for her participation in the Hackney Youth Games.
Clara did a variety of sports including swimming, shot-put
and javelin. Well one Clara!

Girls Who Code
In celebration of Ada
Lovelave Day, Tuesday, 10th
October we spoke to some
of our own inspiring sixth
formers who enjoy STEM
(science, technology, engineering and maths). All
three completed STEM Summer Schools. Huray-Buse
wrote the following: Participating in the Imperial Maryiam Adesanwo, Huray-Buse Demirci & Sydnella Lake
Summer School programme gave me a deeper insight into the different engineering branches.
The location and status of the university attracts some of the world’s top
university lecturers and whilst there, we had the opportunity to go to various lectures and workshops. In an electrical engineering workshop we were
able to create and code own mini “mind reader” which used electrical signals from our fingertips to predict our answers to close-ended questions. We
also coded motion tracking devices which displayed real time images of
someone walking down spiral staircases, and we also got to use the newest
technology to code virtual cards and birthday messages. A workshop on
design engineering led us to design and create our own robots, which were
then faced off in robot battles. The weeklong sessions helped us explore new
engineering sectors.
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OLCHS in the News

Sixth Form Trip To
Iceland
Report by Cheriese Francois 13J

Iceland has a variety of beautiful landscapes that are always talked about,
but what we rarely ever hear about is
the Icelandic folklore. The Icelandic people are very superstitious and
many of these ancient folktales and superstitions are alive and well
today, and this is what I enjoyed the most
about Iceland. Our tour guide told us many
tales about supernatural beings and how
they came to be in Iceland, one of which
being the story about the troll in the mountain.
There was once a female troll that lived
in a mountain. This troll was very lonely
having lived alone for many years. All
she wanted was a companion. So when
one day a young man wandered across
her cave, she thought it was fate and
that the gods had sent him to keep her company. But the man
didn't feel the same way, so she tied him up. As the years went
by the troll began to trust him and so
she relaxed her rope. One night, whilst
the troll was sleeping, the man broke
free and ran. He ran as fast as his legs
could carry him. A few moments later
the troll woke up to find “her” man
gone. She looked out the cave to see
the man running in the distance. Realising that she couldn't reach him she let
out a ear piercing scream and began to
throw rocks. She missed and he got
away. These rocks are now a tourist
attraction in Iceland.

Careers Carousel
We are currently recruiting for volunteers to help educate our
students on the wide selection of jobs out there. Whether you
own your own business, work full time caring for a family member, are a stay at home mum/dad, work abroad, work in the
city, work in banking, work in blogging, just started working, or
just coming to the end of your working life, we want to hear
from you!
We are asking all parents/carers, staff, the alumni, agencies and
organisations we are already working with if they would be available for one or more time slots over the next year.
Each carousel takes place on a Thursday morning from 9am to
11am. They last for 20
minutes, which you
would repeat to the 4
form groups for that year.
All we ask you to prepare
a few responses and take
part in the ‘guess my profession’ activity, where
the students have to
guess from your response
what you do.
It would be 2 hours volunteering over a year. If interested,
please
3 contact Ms Stanton.

Achievements, Attend- Sports Success
ance & Punctuality

On 14th July the whole school enjoyed the annual Sport’s Day at
Finsbury Park Athletic Track. Well
Event— Year 1st Place
done to all those students who
took part. Especially the house
Field
winners which are:
Discus 7
Naomi J
Year 7 House J, Year 8 House M
Long
7
Natalia M
and Year 9 House P.

Achievement Points
TOP 3
by Year Group

TOP 5
by Form Group

No. Points to Date

No. Points to
Date

Event–
Track

Year 1st Place

100m

7

200m

Jump

Ciennah P
7

Nicole J

Neny J

Shot
Put

7

Alesiane J

Javelin

7

Blessing P

400m

7

Marilyn M

7

Esther A

800m

7

Rozine H

High
Jump

Relay

7

J1

7

Lynette J

100m

8

Arrielle H

Triple
Jump

200m

8

Faith P

Discus

8

Jasmine J

400m

8

Fiona H

Divine P

8

Rachel M

Long
Jump

8

800m
Relay

8

M1

8

Faith p

100m

9

Chizoba M

Shot
Put

200m

9

Sephora P

Javelin

8

School attendance has always been excellent here
at Our Lady’s.

400m

9

Rachael J

Stephanie
M

800m

9

Nia J

8

Peace M

442 students across years 7-13 have 100% attendance so far this year - many congratulations and
keep up this excellent habit!
The national figure for accepted attendance is
94.8% (RAISE online) - we use this as a benchmark
but always strive to do better. Currently Years 7, 10
and 11 have 96.5% attendance.
Congratulations to our ‘top trio’ Year 7, 10 and 11
who are all above national figure for accepted attendance. Year 10 you’re attendance has been

Relay

9

P1

High
Jump
Triple
Jump

8

Betty P

Discus

9

Jasmine H

Long
Jump

9

Manuella
H

Year 9

449

Year 8

333

Year 7

8P

135

9H

125

7M

120

9M

119

9P

112

326

Year 9 are definitely in the
lead with 116 points more
than Year 8. Year 7 needs
to work hard next term to
beat both Year 9 and 8.

Congratulations to 8P—form group with the
most points!

Attendance

Precious J

exceptional, keep this up!

Year Group

% Attendance to date
Wednesday 11th October
2017

Year 7

96.9%

Year 10

97.6%

Year 11

95.1%

Benita H

Shot
Put

9

Aurora P

Javelin

9

Poppy H

High
Jump

9

Chizoba
M

Triple
Jump

9

Grace P

Particular congratulations to Year 10 who have stayed
consistently at the top of the punctuality race since the
start of the year. Year 9 you have some catching up to
do!

Punctuality
We are always aiming as close to 100% punctuality
as we can reach. 398 students across Years 7-13
have 100% punctuality to date - Well done! Finally,
there are 258 students across Year 7-13 who have
both 100% attendance and punctuality - many congratulations to those students and their families for
supporting and encouraging such key life skills.
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Year Group

% Punctuality to date Wednesday 11th October 2017

Year 10

98.3%

Year 7

97.9%

Year 9

96.8%

MARIAN
news and updates

Community Marian Identity
Compassion Openness/Respect
forDiversity
Evangelisation
Service
Holistic
Universality
approach

Our Servite values underpin all the work we do as a school. “Shaping Tomorrow, Inspired by Faith”
The RE department work with Mr Duran to create a ‘Community Service’ programme as part of the Core RE
course in the Sixth Form. This programme places our Servite values at the centre of the students’ development—providing service to our local community in a variety of ways:

What does it mean to be a Young Servite Leader?
It means to be willing to serve with compassion, to be faithful to
our Servite Values, to nurture your own spiritual development
and to lead by example by modelling social responsibility.
The students who are the Young Servite Leaders in this
school:
Make every effort to be exemplary students,
Are cheerful and first to offer their help as new initiatives take
place,
Show creativity in leading prayers in class and share prayer for
our school community and our world,
Encourage their peers to participate fully in all liturgical celebrations,
Take a role in developing the spiritual life of our school community,
Encourage students to engage fully in all charitable activities
and take a lead in the Hamper campaign,
Provide a student voice to represent the spiritual life of the
school and it’s students.

Volunteering Matters
At OLCHS we take our Servite Values seriously, especially the
value of 'Community'. OLCHS have teamed up with Volunteering Matters to help out at local community events. Yr12 HSC
students visited Frampton Park Community Centre to assist
with community lunchtime.
They all worked happily with the staff and residents and were
thanked for their respect and communication. This was a joint
community project with Volunteering Matters and OLCHS. We
have also been offered placements there next year for upcoming year 12’s and 10’s.
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Volunteering
Matters develop and deliver high impact volunteer
-led solutions across the
UK in response to some of
the most difficult challenges facing individuals and
their communities today.
They engage more than 30,000 volunteers and 90,000
beneficiaries every year through 180 active programmes
across the UK. Their volunteer programmes help to improve health and wellbeing; build stronger, more inclusive communities; and achieve lasting results.
They believe that everyone can play a role in their community and should have the chance to participate. They
focus on the needs of four distinct communities; young
people, disabled people, families and older people.

Stack, it was said of Cardinal Cormac: ‘Humility and action

Architect Workshop

were part of the robe that he wore.’ This shows that an integral part of the late Cardinal’s mission was to always treat

STORE School is an experimental model of art and architecture education that aims to facilitate the sharing of skills
and knowledge between experienced practitioners and the
surrounding communities. Often situated within challenging urban environments, STORE’s process of rigorous research, design and build has enabled a measured and creative regeneration of many disused spaces and brought new
energy
and inspiration to
existing
communities. The
courses
offered by
STORE are
designed
to build
confidence in
those prepared to
challenge
themselves in their conceptual, spatial and practical thinking and who are keen to work both independently and collaboratively. STORE worked with OLCHS to inspire the students to design their own creative art project.

RIP Cardinal Cormac
Representatives from Our Lady’s Convent High School
attended the funeral of Cardinal
Cormac. Sixth former and
School Captain Jenna Colaco
wrote a lovely piece about him
which was published in the Westminster Record.
On Wednesday 13th of September, a group of us attended the
funeral of the late Cardinal Cormac. This was a service to commemorate the life of a man that dedicated over 60 years of service to the Church. The service was held at Westminster Cathedral where many mourners gathered, including over 300 Priests
from across the Church. The service was beautiful, with many
hymns in both Latin and English lead by a choir that were clearly
singing with passion. Cardinal Cormac’s nephew paid tribute to
him, telling us all about the great family man he was (around 95
members of his family attended the service.) We were told of
how the power of his faith enriched their lives greatly- as well as
those who met him. We got to know about a man who loved golf
and knew from a young age that he wanted to be a Priest, like
two of his elder brothers. In the homily, given by Archbishop
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others with compassion, and to do so with ‘action’. Thus, it
becomes a part of his legacy, a legacy that perhaps we should
all try to live out in our everyday lives.

Christmas Hamper Appeal

It is that time of the year again, where the whole school
comes together to support local people in the community, by putting our faith in action. Each year we forge new
relationships with some of the most vulnerable and isolated members of the community. We will be involved in
the preparation and delivery of food hampers to the elderly and needy this Christmas, but once again, we need
your help. Each student is requested to try to bring in
four items of non-perishables as a donation to the hampers. For a full list of suitable items, please visit the school’s
website. If you know a local person who you think would benefit
from this project, please contact Ms Price.
Christmas
Foods

Eg. Mince
pies, chocolates, crackers, fruit
cakes,
sweets

Packet
Foods

Tinned
Foods

Dried food and
drink

Eg. Soups,
cereals,
custard,
jelly, snack
bars

Eg. Fruit,
meats, rice
pudding,
tuna, salmon, tuna

Eg. Pasta, rice,
tea, coffee,
lentils, hot
chocolate,
pretzels

.

