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OUTSTANDING NEWS

Headteacher’s
message

OLCHS are one of the top 7% of schools in

the country. According to data produced by the SSAT we are
in the top 7.4% of schools in the country. Our Lady’s scored
0.48 in the latest progress 8 score—the governments new measure
for schools. This score measures the progress each student has
made whilst they studied at Our Lady’s—from Year 7 to Year 11.
We are one of the best schools in the highest performing borough
in the country!

EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

Each week we will continue to email parents the
weekly bulletin which has key dates and general
reminders for students and parents. The newsletter
will be published at least once a term and provide
parents, students and other community members
with news from our amazing school.
Ms Justine McDonald, Headteacher
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cess stories but here are some headlines:
23% of our A Level students gained places at Russell
Group universities, including Oxford.


26% of all GCSE grades were A*/A



56% of all GCSE grades were A*-B

Mandy Tan gained 10 x A* - yes,
that is an A* grade for all her
GCSEs.
Bincan Sun, joined us in Year 7
without any English. She gained
9 x A*-C GCSEs including 1A*,

Cambridge Residential
Report by Year 10 students: Joy Adeogun, Rachela Lanc, Drew GreenanKitchener, Angel Mtani, Katie McCaughey

On the 12th September, a handful of lucky Year 10 students were given the opportunity to experience the
Cambridge University lifestyle for a few days. It gave us
an insight into what it was like to be a university student.
The current university students and other Year 10s were
very welcoming and friendly. We enjoyed meeting other
GCSE students from other schools because we had a lot
in common. The lecture about Earth Sciences challenged

our knowledge on the subject of
Geology. Additionally we had a
trip to the Sedgwick Museum and
took part in a team quiz.

pieces of drama on the theme of “revenge” using music
as stimulus and chairs as props. We were all very impressed with the students’ ability to create a piece of
drama in a short space of time. Hackney Shed are currently looking for more members to join their Youth
Theatre. If you are interested in joining, then please see

Overall we learnt that Cambridge
stereotypes are not accurate and
the students are able to balance
their academic and social lives

either Mrs. Barnett or Ms. Maher for a flyer.

Our Lady’s has the L Factor

Auschwitz 2016

Report from Mme Robinson, 2i/c MFL

Anne Tran and Elizabeth Odumosu were selected to represent the
school and take part in this year’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ Project.
It is funded by the Holocaust Educational Trust and aims to increase
knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust and highlight what
can happen if prejudice and racism become acceptable in society. It
is based on the premise that ‘hearing is not like seeing’.
Report by Anne Tran and Elizabeth Odumosu

On Sunday 9th October, we attended a seminar with
over 100 students from schools across North London.
There, we met Mala Tribich, who shared her personal
testimony of surviving the Holocaust as well as how she
rebuilt her life after being liberated.

We celebrated The European Day of Languages on 26th
September.
Y7 Students attended taster lessons in various languages
(Greek, Chinese, Italian, Polish, Spanish and French).

This was part of the preparation process for the next
part of the project - visiting the Nazi death camp ‘Auschwitz Birkenau’. Thursday 13th October involved a
5:00am check in at Luton airport. Once we landed in Krakow, we got to see and experience Auschwitz for ourselves. We saw the mound of glasses and shoes that had
once belonged to innocent men, women and children.
We saw the site where the crematoria had been built as
the 'Final Solution' - the mass extermination of the Jews
and other groups of people who were designated to be
inferior or a threat to the Nazi regime. The crematoria
were demolished as an attempt to destroy evidence before Auschwitz was finally liberated in January 1945. We
‘felt’ the absence of life in a place that is associated with
the death of over one million human beings. That’s the
equivalent of over 12 Wembley Stadiums. The day ended with a poignant Service of Remembrance and it was
led by a Rabbi. We offered our own private prayers and
lit candles in memory of all of those who lost their lives
and loved ones at Auschwitz.

Thank you to staff and students for making Monday 26
September a Special day; celebrating that we live in a
multicultural and multilingual world.
Languages improve the quality of your life and your understanding of how other people live and think.

STEM EXCELLENCE
Congratulations to Joy Adeogun and Ada
Lynn Lamptey who have made successful
application to STEM Potential programme
which is a 2 year project. This is an incredible
opportunity and we are very proud that Joy
and Ada Lynn have been successful in such a
competitive application process.

The Brilliant club

On Wednesday we attended a debrief session to help us
to process everything we experienced. We are still working on it. Now we need to consider how we can share
the lessons we have learned with the rest of the school
community and successfully mark Holocaust Memorial
Day 2017.

Report by Aina Suyat Year 12

Since June, five Year 13s participated in a learning programme called The Brilliant Club where we were able to
have a series of tutorials with a PhD graduate specialising in politics. Not only were we expected to discuss and
debate about UK politics and utilise new knowledge
gained from tutorials, but also to conduct primary research to further our understanding and grasp of concepts. The discussions covered in these sessions were all
connected to build up our argument for the final assignment which was a 3,000 word essay that would be assessed at an Undergraduate level. Learning how to

Drama with Hackney Shed
Drama workshops with Hackney Shed—Tuesday, 27th and Thursday, 29th
September

Years 8 and 9 enjoyed a Drama workshop with practitioners from Hackney Shed. Students devised their own
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differentiate between biased news articles and analyse
sources proved to be one of the many challenges we
faced. Despite this, all five of us achieved a First for our
final assignment.

tors who made their entrances and exits right through
the thick of the crowd. Some students were particularly impressed by the clever props and acrobatics used
to create the ghost of Banquo, but the porter scene

had us rolling in the aisles: the comedic relief was
needed after the intensity of the regicide.

The Brilliant Club enabled us to experience a sense of
university style teaching. From discussing key ideas with
our tutor to conducting research in order to develop arguments, we were pushed to engage and understand the
subject of politics, making it such a worthwhile experience.

I was pleased that the focus and engagement of
our students was not only noticed by OLCHS
teachers, but noted and praised by the Globe theatre ushers as well. Well done, girls!

Macbeth at the Globe

Carnegie Medal Winner honours

Report by Mrs Tunnicliffe, Head of English

GCSE students were taken to see Macbeth at Shakespeare's Globe Theatre. En route, we stopped at the Tate
modern for a brief look at a few Art installations and admired St. Paul's majestic beauty.

old school
Novelist, Sarah Crossan, writes novels for teens and in June
2016 she won the Carnegie Medal. As part of the award
given by CILIP Carnegie, Sarah asked for the library donation
to be given to us!

Pupils stood next to the stage in the true fashion of sixteenth century groundlings and were thrilled by the ac-

We are deeply honoured to have been selected by Sarah
Crossan to receive this donation.

LSBC award for OLCHS student
Taiwo Oyebola

Sarah, a former
teacher, novelist and
ex-student of Our
Lady's Convent High
School, won the
CILIP Carnegie medal for her verse novel about conjoined
twins "One".

On Friday 8th October 2016,
at the House of Commons,
Diane Abbott MP, hosted the
11th Annual Achievement
Awards event celebrating
London Schools and the Black
Child.
We are incredibly proud to
announce that Taiwo Oyebola won the Award for Outstanding Achievement
at A Level. Taiwo is now at Oxford University
studying Classics with Mandarin Chinese.
Taiwo, and her sister Kehinde, studied with us
from Year 7 to Year 13. Both achieved fantastic A
Level results and are a great examples of students with determination and passion.

Diane Abbott MP, presenting the

Mrs P Oyebola excepting the award

LSBC awards

of her daughter’s behalf

Another BLAST FROM THE PAST!
Congratulation to Bernadette Boyle former
student, and a previous Deputy Headteacher here at
OLCHS, who is now Headteacher at Bishop Thomas
Grant School.
On Tuesday 1st November, Sr Dominic Savio and members of staff, both past and present, attended the inauguration Mass of Bernadette Boyle as Headteacher of
Bishop Thomas Grant School.
“A few years ago Bernie returned to teach at Our Lady’s as one
of our deputies and her inauguration reflected all of the aspects of Service which an education at Our Lady’s encourages
in all students.
We were well represented by our R.E. Staff who tirelessly fly
the Servite Values in our school and among us present were
four past students including Bernie, plus our well loved and
recently retired Deputy Head, Rd. Blackwell.
What a joy to give thanks on this occasion for all the contributions to Service to Education made by our past Servite Sisters
and staff.”
Sr. Dominic Savio O.S.M.
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achievements, attendance & punctuality
Achievement Points

336 students across years 7-13 have 100% attendance so far this year - many congratulations and
long may this excellent habit continue!

The students have made a really positive start this
year in relation to their learning. This has been recognised and acknowledged by teachers in their
awarding of achievement points.

TABLE 1:
Year Groups

The national figure for accepted attendance is
94.8% (RAISE online) - we use this as a benchmark
but always strive to do better.
You will see from the figures in the attendance table
that we are beating this national figure in most cases
- well done to those students and to you as families,
for supporting school attendance.

TABLE 2:
Form Groups

No. Points to Date
No. Points to Date
Year 7

512

Year 8

848

Year 9

779

Year 10

330

Year 11

266

Total

2, 735

7M

230

8M

245

9M

212

10P

111

11J

74

From Table 1 we can see that special mention has
to go to Year 8 who have received an incredible
total of 848 Achievement Points. Year 8 have set
themselves a very high standard to meet and maintain for the rest of the year. I would advise the
against complacency: Year 9 have made a really
positive start and may well take the top spot if Year
8 allow them any room.

Year Group

% Punctuality to date Friday 4th November

Year 7

98.2%

Year 8

98.1%

Year 9

98.2%

Year 10

98.0%

Year 11

97.3%

Year 12

97.1%

Year 13

93.5%

Punctuality
We are keen to support our students in developing
their punctuality habits, setting them up for their
working lives.

Attendance
School attendance has always been excellent here
at Our Lady’s and this year has started in the same
vein.
Year Group

% Attendance to date
Friday 4th November

Year 7

97.6%

Year 8

96.5%

Year 9

97.2%

Year 10

96.1%

Year 11

94.7%

Year 12

95.0%

Year 13

92.7%

This academic year, we have introduced a new
Punctuality Detention which is designed to encourage timely and regular arrival to school. In essence,
if a student arrives late twice in a single week, she
will receive a Punctuality Detention for the following
day at 8:15am. Furthermore, if a student arrives late
three times over a half term, this will also trigger a
Punctuality Detention. You will be notified via text
message and hand delivered letter to your daughter
- thank you in advance of your support.
Although there is no official national figure for punctuality, we are always aiming as close to 100% as we
can reach. 338 students across Years 7-13 have
100% punctuality to date - Well done girls!
Finally, there are 180 students across Year 7-13 who
have both 100% attendance and punctuality - many
congratulations to those students and their families
for supporting and encouraging such key life skills.
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MARIAN
news and updates

Community Marian Identity
Compassion Openness/Respect
Evangelisation
forDiversity
Holistic
Service
approach
Universality

Our Servite values underpin all the work we do as a school. “Shaping Tomorrow, Inspired by Faith”

Karen Law, Headteacher of William Patten Primary School

The RE department work with Mr Duran to create a
‘Community Service’ programme as part of the Core RE
course in the Sixth Form. This programme places our
Servite values at the centre of the students’ development—providing service to our local community in a variety of ways:

“We are delighted to have been, and continue to be
part of the Beanstalk Charity Reading project. Our children have benefited hugely at having one to one attention in a reading activity. It has been so lovely to see
young adults interact so well with the younger children,
encouraging them to enjoy language and books.”

Year 12 Servite Community Service students completing their training at OLCHS with Beanstalk workshop leader, Jo Holmes. OLCHS students will be
supporting approximately 100 local primary school aged children in Hackney and Haringey.

Steve Hawe, Director of Marketing & Communications at Beanstalk said,

‘ReadUp Reading ’ Mentors

“We are delighted to be working with Our Lady’s Convent
High School on our exciting new ReadUp programme, offering
Sixth Formers the chance to develop their skills while inspiring
younger children to learn to read – a win-win situation for
everyone involved!”

This term, OLCHS launched its new ‘ReadUp Reading’ mentorship scheme. The National Reading Charity, Beanstalk, delivered four hours worth of training to 35 Sixth Form Students to
prepare them for their Servite Community Service placements,
which operates as an integral part of their Core RE curriculum.
It is an example of the School living out its Servite Values and
putting Faith into Action.

Getting creative with older people
OLCHS Sixth Form Servite Community Service continues to support older people living in Hackney and Haringey through a
variety of projects. To help us achieve this meaningful weekly
contact, the school has continued its partnership with Viridian
Housing and Morrison's PLC of Stamford Hill.

The ReadUp project, which started last year as a pilot between
Our Lady’s, Beanstalk and William Patten Primary School in
Stoke Newington, has now grown into a project being delivered in partnership with local primary schools including: St
Scholastica's, St Ignatius, St Mary’s Priory and St John Vianney.
Beanstalk provides OLCHS students with a ‘toolkit’ of reading
materials, books and games to help them develop their weekly
reading support with the children. The project will hopefully
reach approximately 100 primary aged children this year.

During their Core RE lessons, Sixth Form students meet regularly with older people in four separate sheltered accommodations and two care homes.
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For the third year running, Morrison's has continued to donate
flowers to enable the students to create eye-catching flower
arrangements with older people who are living in sheltered
accommodation. This has enabled inter-generational relationships to be nurtured and developed through the weekly acts
of Service offered by our students. We have continued to be
supported by the talented Sofia Mendes, who has taught basic
floristry skills to our students.

WE NEED YOUR HELP

Christmas Hampers
We are launching our Christmas Hamper appeal
again. Each year our students and their families
donate food items that our students turn into
beautiful Christmas Hampers that are distributed
to vulnerable members of our local communities.
This project is an example of our Servite Values in
action.
We ask each student to try to donate 4 items—
one from each of the categories below:
Foods:
Tinned Foods:
Mince pies
Beans, peas, carrots, ToMini Christmas pud- matoes, Spaghetti, Raviodings
li,, Soups, Fruit Rice PudSweets
ding, Custard, Tuna, SalmFruit cake
on, Sardine, Pilchard,
Biscuits
Meats, Spam, Corned
Chocolates
Beef, Ham, Meat pies
Crackers
Condensed/ carnation
Milk

The manager of Morrison's Stamford Hill is a great supporter of the
project and makes the weekly donation possible.

Packet Foods:
Soups
Custard
Jelly
Sugar
Snack Bars
Muesli bars
Cereals

In addition to this, four students who took part in Viridian
Housing’s Volunteer Induction also completed training to become ‘Digital Champions’. This is another new venture for
OLCHS and we hope to be able to offer this opportunity to
help more isolated older people who might be struggling to
adjust to digital demands of the 21st Century. As the students
are finding out, the need for help with everyday technology is
there and it is another worthwhile opportunity for intergenerational dialogue. The Sixth Formers will be engaging
with residents at three separate sheltered accommodations in
Hackney and Haringey.

Dried Foods and
beverages:
Pasta
Rice
Lentils
Tea/Coffee
Hot chocolate
Crisps
Peanuts
Pretzels

DONATIONS BY 30th NOVEMBER
Please bring in one item from each category.
Additional donations are more than welcome. Please ensure that all foods are well
within their best before date.

There is lots more news on our
website:
www.ourladys.hackney.sch.uk
If you don’t receive our weekly email bulletin please
contact the school office to update your email address

officeadmin@ourladys.hackney.sch.uk
The Volunteer Manager (back row, 3rd from right) at Viridian Housing
Group, Claire Ambroise, completing Volunteer Induction Training for
Year 12 and Year 13 students.

020 8800 2158
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