OUR LADY'S
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

YEAR 7 PROSPECTUS

Welcome to Our Lady's Catholic
High School. We are a small, caring
community where each child is
known, loved and nurtured to
become a successful and well
rounded individual.
Mrs Jane Heffernan
Executive Headteacher
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I am delighted to have joined as Head of School at Our Lady’s and consider it a real
privilege to lead this learning community. This is a truly wonderful school with bright,
caring and aspirational students who are taught by a dedicated and talented team of
teachers.
Our Lady’s Catholic High School is an all girls’ Catholic school with a mixed Sixth
Form. It was established in Amhurst Park in 1904 by the Servite Sisters in order to
provide education to young women in Hackney. This is a heritage that we are proud
to continue. The Servite values of our founders underpin the work of the school to
this day. We have a strong commitment to nurturing each child, as well as promoting
excellent academic outcomes. Our standards are high and maintained through
excellent teaching, positive relationships and a culture of high aspiration. Our school
allows us to know each unique child personally, and this allows us to truly pursue
excellence.
As Head of School, I know how fortunate we are to have such strong, compassionate,
committed and talented staff. The partnership that exists between school and home,
with a foundation in shared faith, makes this a very special place to flourish. Our
teachers enjoy their work, are passionate about teaching and learning, and are
ambitious for our students. I know that with the support of parents and families,
partnered with the school’s culture of service, compassion and aspiration, we will
provide the very best environment for your daughter to grow and mature both
intellectually and emotionally; together we are ‘shaping tomorrow, inspired by faith’.
This prospectus aims to give you helpful information about Our Lady’s Catholic High
School. We invite you to visit and experience the energy and vibrancy of the school
and witness our values in action.
Mr A English
Head of School
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EXCELLENCE
FOR ALL
We work together as a community to create a positive learning environment. Our
students are encouraged to grow and develop their academic and social skills, so
that they become responsible young adults who are prepared to make a difference
in the world.
We have high expectations, clear boundaries and excellent standards of discipline
based on dignity, empathy and respect for one another and for those in our local
community and beyond. Our focus is to educate our students to be able to take
responsibility for their own actions, learning to conduct themselves in an appropriate
manner at all times.
We work closely in partnership with parents maintaining good levels of
communication, to ensure that students have a consistent level of support at both
home and school. Our longstanding and strong tradition of academic excellence is
maintained through the dedication and commitment of our staff. Teaching methods
are varied, innovative and closely match the needs of students. Our GCSE
examination results continue to be strong, and our A-Level results place us in the top
5 to 10% of schools nationally.
We are proud of not just our headline results, but that year on year we ensure that all
students, regardless of starting points, make excellent progress in the school,
securing their aspirations for the future.

“Pupil’s progress
places the school
in the top 10% in
the country”
Ofsted
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TEACHING
AND CURRICULUM
When your child joins this school, they will be offered a wide and holistic curriculum
including: English, Mathematics, Science, Religious Studies, PSHE, Creative Arts (Art
and Design Technology), Geography, History, ICT/Computing, MFL (French and
Spanish), Performing Arts (Drama and Music) and Physical Education (including
Dance).
In Year 7, students are predominantly taught in mixed ability classes to ensure all
students are given the opportunity to transition, settle, grow, develop and to fully
show us their potential.
In KS4, students study courses leading to the General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE). All students at Key Stage 4 study a core curriculum that includes:
English Language and English Literature, Mathematics, Science, Modern Foreign
Language (French or Spanish) and Religious Education. They also choose option
subjects from: Art, Business Studies, Computer Science, Design Technology
(Resistant Materials, Textiles, Graphical Communications), Drama, Geography, Health
and Social Care, History, Music, Physical Education and Sociology.
Our holistic approach to education encompasses an offer of PSHE, PE and a broad
extra-curricular and enrichment programme.

“Strong progress is
underpinned by
effective teaching
across the
curriculum”
Ofsted
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COMMITMENT
TO OUR STUDENTS
We work in partnership with our students to ensure that all our work in school is
undertaken in a supportive, caring and friendly environment. Our reputation for high
academic achievement stems from our continuous commitment to providing
purposeful, enjoyable and diverse education to all our students. Everyone is treated
with respect and recognised for their unique God-given talents. We celebrate both
our successes and our differences, recognising that we succeed in so many more
ways than simple examination grades.
Individual pastoral care of every student is at the heart of our school. It encompasses
academic progress, an appropriate curriculum and additional guidance and support
for all personal, social and emotional needs.
Our pastoral care system plays a vital role in supporting both the academic
achievement and personal development of all our students. They are individuals with
unique abilities, needs and aspirations, and our programme of care based on Form
Tutors, Heads of Year and the Inclusion Team truly caters for all.
Our Servite founders advocated a holistic approach and our pastoral systems are
embraced by all teaching, support and chaplaincy staff, and are supported by
external organisations where required.

"Pupils feel happy
and confident to talk
to any member of
staff and their friends
if they have any
concerns”
Ofsted
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BEYOND
THE CLASSROOM

All students are encouraged to continue their learning beyond the classroom horizon
in a wide range of clubs and activities. Students gain new skills, confidence and
valuable opportunities to develop team building, self-fulfilment and empathy.
There are a wide range of expansive activities to choose from. These include
Languages, Art, Film, Textiles, Science, Homework Club, Reading Buddies, Maths,
Dance, Badminton, Netball, Basketball, Trampolining, Dance and Rowing. School
trips and journeys are an important part of school life, and as students move up
through the school they will have further opportunities to explore extra-curricular
activities such as Duke of Edinburgh Award and Brilliant Club.
Our students take part in a wide range of activities that take them beyond the school
gates. These trips and events in and outside of school provide our students with the
cultural capital to enable them to fully develop as young women of confidence and
dignity.
“Students of all backgrounds
work really well together”Ofsted
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STUDENT
LEADERSHIP
“The school’s
contribution to the
Common Good is second
to none. Pupils flourish at
Our Lady’s Convent High
School and their spiritual,
moral, cultural and social
development is good”
Section 48
Diocesan Inspection

There are many opportunities for students to develop their leadership skills. The School
Council is an active group of students who have been elected by their peers to represent
the views of students. The role of the School Council is to work with students and staff to
address issues and to improve their school, making use of and effectively understanding
the democratic process. In living our Servite Values, we encourage our students to offer
service to their community. By leading the fundraising for various charities and community
groups, students gain valuable insight and witness first-hand the joys of helping others.
Our students always make us incredibly proud and we are constantly impressed by their
ability and desire to work for the greater good and take on leadership and ambassador
responsibilities. These opportunities are embedded in the school structure and begin in
Year 7 with extended commitments to the school community through Servite leaders,
School Council Representatives, Environmental Prefects and Student Ambassadors. As
students move through the school they extend their reach to include work locally such as;
the homeless shelter, projects in primary schools, food bank collections and fundraising
for Cafod and Fairtrade. Students in the Sixth Form are elected to the posts of Captain,
Vice-Captain and Prefects. This Senior Student Leadership team supports the young
leaders lower in the school.
We have a long tradition of supporting charitable work and each fortnight students
attend Charity Assemblies and support local and national campaigns such as the Catholic
Children's Society, The Passage, CAFOD, Hackney Winter Night Shelter, Girl Child
Network, The Hope Foundation and New Ways.
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SERVITE VALUES
AND SCHOOL MISSION
The school has seen many changes over more than 100 years but the Servite values
underpinning our work remain constant: Marian Identity, Compassion, Service,
Community, Openness, Respect for Diversity, Holistic Approach, Universality, and
Evangelisation. Our students will be ‘Shaping Tomorrow, Inspired by Faith’.
We achieve this by maintaining high expectations of the individual, appreciating that
we are all members of a diverse community, living our Catholic faith and embracing
the Servite Values.
We are a Catholic school with a diverse student population which welcomes students
of all faith, and those with none. We share a commitment to serving our community
where faith is at the centre of our work.
Our most recent Diocesan Inspection graded our school as “Outstanding” in all
areas of Catholic life, providing a holistic education for all our students.

“School improvement
is rooted in the
school’s Catholic
Servite values”
Ofsted
“The school lives out
the mission statement
of ‘Shaping
Tomorrow, Inspired
by Faith’”
Section 48 Diocesan
Inspection
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EDUCATION TO
SHAPE TOMORROW
Our outstanding facilities offer our students an inspiring environment in which to
learn. These include: specialist science laboratories, dance studio, drama studio,
sports hall, multi-use games area, art studios, computer science laboratories and
dedicated technology workshops.
The positive relationships formed between all members of our school community
ensure a worthwhile, enjoyable and valuable environment for all our students.
Our Lady’s Catholic High School enables all in our school community to achieve their
highest potential and prepares our students to become compassionate and caring
citizens, aware of their global responsibilities.
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SIXTH
FORM

The majority of our Year 11 students choose to remain and continue their education
into our Sixth Form where they know they will receive high quality teaching
alongside excellent pastoral care and guidance. We are a mixed Sixth Form and
accept applications from students outside of the school.
Life in the Sixth Form at Our Lady’s is full of opportunities and challenges. There are
75 places in each year and we offer a wide selection of subjects. Students in our Sixth
Form are assured of the very best standards of teaching and enjoy the security of a
warm and friendly environment with fellow students and staff. All students receive
regular personal tutorials with their form tutor and attend weekly sessions for general
Religious Studies, PSHE and enrichment.
Results in the Sixth Form are very strong, enabling students to progress to
apprenticeships, prestigious universities and the workplace. We have a strong
tradition of our students gaining entry to some of the country’s best universities,
including Oxbridge and Russell Group Universities, meaning that our students are
able to undertake high quality degree courses.
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OUR LADY'S
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

6-16 Amhurst Park, London, N16 5AF
Tel: 020 8800 2158 | Fax: 020 8809 8898
Email: officeadmin@ourladys.hackney.sch.uk
Web: www.ourladys.hackney.sch.uk
Follow us online
@olchshackney

